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President’s Report 

It’s hard to believe that it’s been 7 months since our Annual General Meeting 
in May at The Wilds and my induction as President.  We have had three 
Council Meetings, June 10, October 27, and December 8, as well we held a 
two-hour working session to review the proposed Quality Assurance Program 
on December 1, 2017. 
 
I would like to express on behalf of The Council of Management and the 
Membership our sincere condolences to the Family of Brian Flynn, who 
passed away suddenly on June 26, 2017.  
 
Council has been working to update our present Policy on Deceased / Retired 
Members Files. The new wording for the Policy was reviewed at the 
December 8th council meeting and our Policy Statement on-line will be 
updated to reflect this change. 
 
On October 12, 2017, I attended the Annual General Meeting of the Nova 

Scotia Land Surveyors held at The Fox Harbour Golf Resort. The Venue was fantastic. I had the opportunity 
to connect with some old friends from university.  The meeting was very informative and noticed that they 
are experiencing similar concerns as we have here. The social aspect was great and overall it was a pretty 
good meeting. 
 
Council continues to discuss our concern with our relationship with the provincial government and Crown 
Lands along the impact that the move to Corner Brook has had on our members and the public. The fact 
that there is only one NLS for the whole province in government, the staffing concerns at the department 
will be discussed at meetings planned for the new year. Also, in the new year our liaison committee will be 
meeting with the Registry of Deeds and the Law Society to reopen dialogue with both, so that our mandate 
to protect the public can be met.  Many of the issues that we have been experiencing over the past number 
of years are symptoms of a larger picture and that is lack of communication between the association and 
the provincial government. As council, we recognize this, and we are looking forward to having a more 
regularized process of engagement with government. If you have any concerns that you wish to be heard, 
please let me know. 
 
The Quality Assurance Program that was prepared by the QA committee is finally getting the attention that 
it deserves. The consensus of council is that they agree with the program in principal. The next phase is to 
work with the committee to determine how to fund this program. The QA committee will be presenting at 
the AGM in April and to open discussion to membership. 
 
Our MCPD program reporting period is December 31st; so please make every effort to comply with this 
program and fill out the necessary forms and have them into the ANLS by January 1, 2018. 
 

   Robert Goodland, NLS 
  President 2017-2018 
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Time is flying by and our 65th AGM is not far off. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at The Holiday Inn, 

St. John's, NL, April 13, 14, 2018. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Council of Management and the membership for your 
continuing support. 
 
On behalf of the Council of Management, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasons Greetings from Council of Management 2017-2018 

 

John Berghuis, Wilfred Thorne, Cory Tucker, Robert Goodland, Raymond Guy, Helen Davis, Gary Temple 

Missing from Photo: Wayne Follett, Dominic Howard, Neil Parrott 

 

Seasons Greetings from Council of Management 2017-2018 
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Secretary’s-Treasurer’s Report 

Another Christmas Season will soon be upon us and as we get older time 
certainly seems to speed up. 
 
It's been a blink since my last time writing one of these and the AGM at the 
Wild's. As those in attendance at the AGM are aware we had seven members 
attain Life Membership, but we gained five new members. We have thirteen 
Articling Students. It looks pretty good for the Association. We are currently on 
track with Marker sales compared to last year and our finances are in pretty 
good shape. 
 
I attended two DCHP Hearings as the ANLS representative and we hope to 
recoup some monies that the Association spent with respect to these. The 
results of these Hearings will be disclosed to all members. 
 
We have also initiated changes to the Code of Ethics, which are listed in the 
Regulations. These changes deal with the use of the Marker Caps and a 

streamlining process that would enable the Association to spend less during the Investigation as to whether 
certain members are adhering to the Mandatory use of the Caps. They should be online by now and I advise 
members to have a look. 
 
There are many ways to deal with non-compliance of this By-Law, Quality Assurance being another. Council 
are also looking to come up with a new Regulation as another means to ensure adherence. I will be using all 
means available to me to assure members that we are very committed to this program and expect 
investigating procedures with respect to new initiatives available to us to be happening soon. As a footnote 
Council recently approved the Investigators Handbook which will help any member who is appointed as an 
Investigator. 
 
MCPD points will soon require submission to the ANLS and I advise members to obtain their points and 
submit them on time. As we all know growing pains still exist and patience should be shown, and help given 
to those who are near the goal but need a few extra. Those that don't have any intention of getting their 
points, shame on you and realize that actions like these will cost the Association financial strain which could 
be easily avoided. It's not that difficult to obtain these points. Attend the AGM, Seminars sponsored at the 
AGM and a Regional Meeting or two and there you go. 
 
The 2018 AGM this year will be on or about April 13th and be in St. John's at the Holiday Inn, Portugal Cove 
Road. If any Member would like to submit a new By-Law or amend an existing By-Law, please make sure you 
get it to the By-Law Committee or Paula within the specified time frame.   
 
I also want to offer condolences to the family of Brian Flynn who passed shortly after the 2017 AGM. Brian 
was in attendance and I recall some funny anecdotes he relayed to me at that time. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Paula and Council for the excellent working relationship we 
have and look forward to finishing up this current term with them. 
 
Any concerns you have please do not hesitate to contact Paula or myself. Please have a Safe and Happy 
Christmas Season with your loved ones and all the best in 2018. 
 

Dominic Howard, NLS 
  Secretary-Treasurer 2017-2018 

 



December 2017              4 
  

 

Board of Examiners  
 

The Board of Examiners has been busy since our last AGM. As of 
October 31, 2017, we now have 13 candidates that are working 
through the articleship process.  
 
Of the 13 candidates, 6 have had their Survey Project Proposal 
approved and are working towards submissions. By the end of 
2018, 8 candidates will have completed their articleship period and 
will be eligible to sit for the entrance exams, provided all other 
terms of their articleship have been met.  
 

Candidates are also reminded that there is an established period to get through the process to become a 
licenced Newfoundland Land Surveyor. Time management issues pertaining to same are left to the 
individual. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Garry Temple, NLS, Chair 
 
 

DCIP Report 
 

The DCIP shall be responsible to receive Complaints/allegations of 
unprofessional conduct from the Secretary – Treasurer.  The DCIP 
are then responsible to conduct an investigation or form an opinion 
whether the complaint/allegation is warranted and whether there is 
sufficient evidence of unskilled practice or unprofessional conduct. If 
in the opinion of the DCIP there is sufficient evidence of unskilled 
practice or unprofessional conduct, the DCIP shall formulate a formal 
complaint in accordance with our Act and Regulations. 

 
PROGRESS TO DATE: 
 
Since our last report the DCIP has attended four meetings. One File from last year has been finalized and 
completed by the Investigator and by the DCIP with the recommendation sent to council.  
 
Presently, the DCIP has received two new complaints. Both these files are moving along with Investigator’s 
assigned and the investigations started.  
 
Also, the Investigators Handbook was finalized and forwarded to Council. We are pleased to report that the 
Handbook has been approved and accepted by council and is posted on the ANLS Members Only Website. 
Thanks go out to Ian Edwards, the DCIP members, Paula Baggs, Gus Bruce and Council. (and anyone else 
who may have helped in the finalization of this Handbook) 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Kenneth Masters, Chair DCIP 
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LandGazette Report 
   

Participation in LandGazette continues to be problematic, even though we have 
a Bylaw which requires that at least 50% of all surveys being completed in this 
operational year are to be entered.  Many surveyors have not registered, and 
others have their registration up to date but for one reason or another are not 
using the system.  Sustainability questions are becoming a reality. 
System statistics (June 1 - Sept 30, 2017) may be summarized as follows: 
 

1. Total number of parcels 18,313 

2. Total number of LogIns = 1637 

3. Total number of Crown Land Records = 78, 927 

4. Total number of Surveyors logging on to system = 18 

5. Total number of Surveyors inputting data = 7 

6. Crown Land data last updated = July 12, 2017 

7. Total Number of Corporate Accounts = 4 

8. Average number of users per corporate account = 3 

9. Special Accounts = ANLS (1 user), Crown Lands Division (52 users) 

IBL's development team continues to make improvements to the user interface and the types of data being 
presented.  LandGazette Viewer 1.1, scheduled for release on December 1, 2017, will contain: 

1. Integration of the provincial Land Use Atlas online web map service.  This will permit LandGazette 

users to have more timely access to: 

a. Crown Land Title information that would be no more than a few days old. Information 

includes high level attributes on title holders, title shapes, expropriated land shapes, orders 

in council shapes, quieting of titles shapes, quit claim shapes, Bowater land sales, land use 

details, etc. 

b. Municipal boundaries, land use zoning maps, amendments to maps, 

development regulations, protected road zone shapes, municipal 

restricted areas, etc. 

2. Functionality to enable users to update their user profile and manage the funds in 

their respective LandGazette accounts.  

Updates to the user input interface are being contemplated; however, the level of effort 
to maintain the same functionality as exists in the current input module, but with 
improved speed and background mapping, will be substantial.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  Ian Edwards, P.Eng, NLS, CLS 
 President & CEO LandGazette 
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Professional Surveyors Canada (PSC)   
 

The annual Professional Surveyors Canada (PSC) face-to-face planning session 
took place at the Acclaim Hotel near the Calgary Airport from November 3rd to 5th.  
It was well-attended with all 12 directors in attendance. The purpose of this 
meeting was to set priorities for the upcoming year and to review the status of 
current initiatives. 
 
Friday evening each director was given an opportunity to present issues from 
their jurisdiction to the rest of the group resulting in numerous discussions of 
similar issues. Several topics were discussed that resonate with Newfoundland 
and Labrador including: 

• Unlicensed practice; 

• Marketing; 

• Group medical/dental insurance plan; 

• Plans and file storage. 

The items presented on behalf of the ANLS included: 

• Issues with the land tenure system, including the Registry of Deeds not being mandatory and a legal 

survey not required for a registered land conveyance; 

• Title insurance; 

• Crown Lands issues 

o move to Corner Brook; 

o limited access to online data; 

o inexperienced technicians checking Crown Land submissions by Land Surveyors; 

• Illegal surveying; 

• The Land Surveyors Act has not been updated since 1991 and is need of changes; 

• Limited or poor relationships with the different levels of Government; 

• Undervaluing land surveying services. 

Our land tenure system received the most attention with many of the other directors surprised but quick to 
offer suggestions. Quebec’s Director, Gabriel Arancibia, is a prominent expert in Land Administration, Land 
Tenure and Land Information Systems involved with many projects worldwide and offered his support. 
 
All day Saturday and Sunday morning many matters were discussed in detail with action items created and 
committees formed to work on them over the coming months. Some key points are identified below: 
 

1. Marketing 

Marketing focus is on improving public awareness of the role and contribution of professional land 
surveyors.  This includes: 
 

• Ensuring that the governments on all levels consult surveyors prior to releasing legislation 

that affects, ground disturbance, boundary issues, procurement, land tenure issues, etc.; 

• Prevent encroachment on the profession by non-professional surveyors; 

• Prevent false advertising by other parties; 

  Ray Guy, NLS 
 NL Director, PSC 
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• Establish communication channels with the media for when expertise is required (media 

kits). As the Associations need to be a first point of contact when stories concerning 

boundaries make it to the news; 

• Showcase all the various aspects of professional surveying, not only cadastral work; 

• Recruiting new members into the profession. 

P.Surv:  the national identifier for promotional and identification purposes. 
The public needs an identifier that is simple, easy to remember and clearly recognizable as a 
licensed professional surveyor.  This is absolutely necessary for marketing purposes. 
 
TV and radio advertisement is very expensive and PSC is operating with a limited budget so it is 
important that more cost effective modes of media are used such as social media and news feeds. 
Info Graphics, White Boards, Animations, Media Kits and Video Interviews will be developed for the 
PSC website and other media.  

 
2. Bill S-229 

This is the Underground Infrastructure Safety Enhancement Act and is intended to create a federal 
infrastructure notification system. PSC supports the Act but has identified areas where it should be 
improved for the safety of the public such as the inclusion of a requirement for Licensed 
Professional Surveyors to survey the position of all underground infrastructures. PSC has developed 
a position paper expressing these concerns and will be seeking support from the Provincial Land 
Surveying Associations, MP’s across Canada, other levels of Government, and other groups who 
may be affected. While this is Federal legislation, it will create a framework for other levels of 
Government to follow. 
If the suggested changes are included in the Act, this will benefit Professional Surveyors across 
Canada. 

 
3. Underground Infrastructure Mapping 

Currently, the systems in Canada dealing with underground infrastructure are a patchwork of 
regulatory and voluntary regimes. Many municipalities and large companies have their own system 
of mapping. 
PSC has researched how other countries manage their underground infrastructure and Canada can 
use these models in developing an infrastructure management plan. If an international system gets 
developed Canada should be part of it and Surveyors should be at the forefront of this effort. 
 
Underground Infrastructure Mapping Database – Next steps: 

• Lobby for underground mapping - If PSC lobbying for Bill S-229 succeeds, a database will 

become necessary; 

• Communicate with Jacynthe Pouliot, a Quebec Land Surveyor and Professor at Laval 

University who has been doing Underground Infrastructure research;  

• Hold regional meetings;  

• Hold Workshops; 

• Set up a task force for this. 
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4. Increase Revenue 

There was a discussion around ways to increase revenue. Corporate membership benefits with PSC 
will be reviewed in more detail to gain supporters. Both Quebec and Ontario have many land 
surveyors who are members of PSC, however, those Provincial Associations are not all-in. The 
directors from those provinces will lead the charge in increasing that support. 

 
5. Website 

The PSC website has been improved throughout 2017 but additional changes were discussed 
resulting in numerous action items to create a more relevant site such as reworking the main page 
so that current news items and initiatives are front and centre. 

 
6. P.Surv 

The term P.Surv, as mentioned above, is an important part of national marketing for Professional 
Surveyors. The Saskatchewan Land Surveyors Association have expressed concerns regarding the 
use of this term by Professional Surveyors from other jurisdictions since it is legislated in their Land 
Surveyors Act for their members. There has been ongoing dialogue between PSC and the SLSA for 
over two years now resulting in the draft of a co-existence agreement that is very near execution. 
PSC will apply to trademark the term for the benefit of all Professional Surveyors in Canada. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                 

https://www.psc-gpc.ca/
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Archives Update 
 

The Archives Committee had four meetings since the last AGM and plan to have 
at least four more prior to the 2018 AGM. 
 
Craig & I met with Jeff Woods of the GIS & Mapping Division, Howley Building 
in July and picked up a number of items they had donated to ANLS: 
 
✓ An Invar Chain in a wood reel. 

✓ A set of Telleurometers. 

✓ A set of two Barometers for above Telleurometers in a wood box. 

✓ A set of Three Barometers for above Telleurometers in a leather case. 

✓ A Telleurometer CD6 with three prisms but no connecting cables. 

✓ A Telleurometer CA1000, Master & Remote in cases. 

✓ A Wild Lighting set in Orange Plastic Box with Target & Tribrac mount but Tribrac is missing. 

✓ A Wild T2 in Orange Plastic transporting case. 

✓ Two K & E Plane Tables marker DNR # 2 and DNR # 3 so #1 must be gone. 

✓ Several Tripods, one being a Cooke Troughton Simms, and one for a Plane Table. 

✓ An Alidade and Wood Box Container. 

✓ An Aerial Photo Camera by Wild. 

✓ A Geodetic Level Rod 6m long in two sections. It is in a shipping container about 8" x 8" and 10' in 

length. 

✓ A Level Rod in Feet. 

✓ A Number Targets for above Imperial Level Rods. 

✓ An unused Crown Land Blue Monument Marker! 

✓ An 1892 41" instrument for drawing circles or curves Marked Surveyor’s General 1892. 

✓ A Pantograph in a large wood box. 

✓ Cooke Troughton Simms old black transit in box. 

✓ A Wild Prism! 

✓ A Buff & Buff Wye Level & box but missing the Telescope. 

And maybe a few other items in a box! We have them stored in the spare office on Pippy Place and have not 
reviewed or photographed them yet.  We will check this donation out over the Winter and we will have it 
on display at the 2018 AGM. 
 
At the 2017 AGM we received a white print of a Brigus Map from Lew Norman. The plan was from 1861 by 
Frederick R. Page showing a portion of Brigus. The quality of the plan was noted!  We mentioned in our 

2003 History Frederick R. Page 1802 - 1870 who came over from England. From other research we think 
the whole of Brigus was surveyed at this time so there may be other sections available.  Also at the 
2017AGM we were given a copy The Newfoundland Surveyor from 1976 and a booklet on Newfoundland 
and Labrador Surveys Limited on Carl Granter’s Aerial Mapping Company, both from Ron Collins. 
 
We are currently reviewing the items that Craig Nightingale donated in 2017.  We have not listed them yet 
and are currently working our way through two boxes of Hydrographic Charts from his donation.  
 
 

Les Winsor, NLS 

Chair, Archives Committee 
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We are still collecting information for an article on Early Monuments & Boundary Markers in the St. John’s 
area from the late 1700's to the 1970's.  We hope to finish that article over the Winter and have it in our 
newsletter. 

 
 

Reflections from Archives 
 
Mystery Surveying Photos!! 
 
The Archives Committee received a query from Lawrence Penney by way of Paula.  
  
Lawrence was trying to date and identify the photos he sent us. He mentioned Carl Granter and also 
checked out existing photos of Lomond and the Gaff Topsails. 
 
Lawrence’s father, Roy Penney, was cook for the expeditions. Roy’s brother, Warrick, was cook's helper. 
Most of the photos were taken around the campsite. However, some of the photos of the geodetic survey, 
does show two of Lawrence’s uncles at work as part of the crew. Lawrence’s Uncle Hubert Chatman wrote 
the names of all the crew. The heading on the paper read, "Geodetic Survey Bunch”. The Uncle did tell 
Lawrence (some years before his passing) that they worked for a Quebec company. The only French name in 
the list is Gaston Laflamme. Following his name is the name of the co. which looks like Levis Co. (difficult to 
read). 
  
The photos; R1, R2 & R3 ---Gaff Topsails; Roy 3, Roy 4 & Roy 5 ---Lomond, one with Mr. & Mrs. Jones; The 
others -- Geodetic survey. Lawrence wondered if the photos labeled the Gaff Topsails were taken while the 
NF Railway was being re-surveyed for the CNR, or maybe the Lomond photos were surveys for timber rights 
as the Reid Co had a lot of timber holdings. 
 
Lawrence mentioned Mr. & Mrs. Jones. This could possibly be Elmo J. Jones of Newfoundland who was the 
editor of The Canadian Surveyor at one time and worked out of Ottawa, so he could have been with the 
Geodetic Branch. The Chevy Pickup Truck in the back ground with the Jones and one other photo seems to 
be c 1948 with a 1948 NF license plate. 
 
If anyone reading our Newsletter and can identify any of the people, places, etc. we would be post a follow 
up article.  We looked at the level but could not find out the maker. 
 
The Archives Committee is also looking for any info on the Geodetic Survey in our Province. I have read 
some of the Geodetic Publications from the 1960's and maybe earlier but they do not seem to have 
survived. There was one on the Geodetic Base line between South Lands and Kenmount Road from the 
1930's and a couple of more small books on the West Coast Survey and bringing the valves over from 
Quebec across the Strait of Belle Isle.  One other was the Geodetic Benchmarks showing the vales and 
locations. 
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Nominating Committee Report 
 
 

I would like to introduce members of your 2017-2018 Nominating Committee:   

• John Berghuis - Chair 
• Cliff Hawco  
• Wayne Hodder  

The duties of the Nominating Committee are to make nominations, with the 
consent of those nominated, and to prepare a ballot for the election of such 
officers. The Nomination Committee are seeking nominations for the following 
positions: 

➢ Vice President 

➢ Secretary-Treasurer 

➢ 2 Councillor Positions 

All members in good standing of the Association are eligible for election to any 
office. If you are interested in putting your name forward for nomination, please contact a member of our 
committee or the Association’s office. All nominees must be into the committee no later than February 9, 
2018. 
 
The term of office for Councillors shall be two years. The term of office for Secretary-Treasurer is one year. 
The term of office for Public Representative is two year. 
 
The new Council members will take office immediately following the 65th Annual General Meeting at the 
Holiday Inn, St. John’s, NL on April 13-14, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   John Berghuis, NLS 
  Past President 2017-2018 
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